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Foreword

Reading Chinese Association was set up in March 2013 and we are very lucky to have received
funding from Heritage Lottery Fund for this project.

Chinese settlers arrived in England as early as in 19" century. Since then there have been different
waves of immigrants in different times. Having just achieved our first Chinese MP in 2015, we
would really like to capture stories of Chinese immigrants.

This booklet has involved many people and has captured stories of Chinese people who have made
their homes in the Reading area. The stories were produced by volunteers who spent many hours in
first identifying members in the Chinese community, then interviewing for 30 minutes to 2 hours.
Summaries were produced from the recordings which were edited into stories and translated into
Chinese or English accordingly.

We would like to thank all participants who kindly gave us their permissions to share their stories
with other people. We would also like to thank all the volunteers for donating their times in making
this project possible.

The views and opinions expressed by the story providers are solely of their own and do not
necessary reflect the views of the Association. .
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Message from Alok Sharma, MP for Reading West

February 2015

It was an honour to have been invited to the launch of the Reading Chinese Association two years
ago and since then, the group has gone from strength to strength.

Within just a few years it is likely that China will become the largest economy in the world and will
be an increasingly important partner for British businesses and for inward investment. | know from
my own visit to China, as part of a Parliamentary delegation to encourage trade, that Chinese
companies are hungry to do business with Britain. And | know from organising exports seminars
for local businesses that there is a strong appetite here too for improving our links with China.

Indeed, the huge investment the Chinese company Huawei are making locally in Reading provides
an indication of the benefits that can be made from engaging with China.

The Government has made some significant progress to help improve that engagement and | can
proudly say that there is no western country nation more open to Chinese business and Chinese
investment than the UK. Since 2010, we have welcomed over £12 billion of major Chinese
investments in this country and British exports in China have more than doubled, while the Prime
Minister, the Mayor of London and the Chancellor of the Exchequer have all personally made visits
to China.

Under this Government we have cut Air Passenger Duty for flights to China, we have simplified the
visa rules for Chinese tourists and we have continued to encourage Chinese students to come and
study in the UK.

But there is more | believe that we should be doing. The Government should be looking to
proactively encourage the teaching in schools of Mandarin and other Chinese languages and we
need to expand our airports to create more direct links to major Chinese cities.

And yet, a stronger relationship with China should not just be about the economic gains that can be
achieved, as sizeable as they are likely to be. I believe the values of the Chinese community of
aspiration, hard-work, entrepreneurship and support for the elderly are values that we can all learn
from. And I personally believe that the achievements of the Chinese community in Reading and
across the UK are under-celebrated.

That is why this booklet is such an important achievement.
Funded by a grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund, these
oral histories are a record of the fantastic contribution made
by the Chinese community and the pride the community
continues to take in its rich, sophisticated and varied
culture. This is absolutely welcome and I look forward to
continuing to work with the Reading Chinese Association
and to support them in any way | can.
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My name is LI Daguo. I got the name for
myself in primary school, with the approval
of my teacher. Daguo means “big country”
and I am very proud of that (but I did not
know it then). I did have a nickname Daren,
meaning “big person”. I was told I was
very little when I was born and as the local
custom went, by giving such a name, my
parents would hope one day I could grow
into a tall and strong man, fit to work in the
fields (farmland) perhaps, as [ was
originally from a village in Shandong in
North China.

People from other countries do not have much difficulty pronouncing my name, so it did not occur
to me to have an English name. But when in Rome, do as the Romans do, so to make life easier for
others, I normally write my Pinyin name in the Western order, that is, Daguo Li.

I first came to the UK in 1996, as a Visiting Scholar sponsored by the Chinese Government. When I
first arrived in Reading, I did not know anybody. I lived in a rented Edwardian detached house,
shared with the owners and their two children (a boy and a girl aged about 10 and 8 respectively)
and a couple of other tenants from other parts of the UK and Canada who had jobs in Reading.
Later, through the introduction of a former colleague, I started to make friends with other Visiting
Scholars and students from Mainland China and Chinese people who had already settled here. I was
a lecturer of English at Guangzhou Institute of Foreign Languages before I came to the UK, so I did
not have a problem with English. On the contrary, I felt at home since coming to an English-
speaking country had always been my dream. I felt Reading was a nice town, so close to London
and Heathrow. Everything was new and the environment was stimulating. The first couple of
months passed very quickly.

Since government-sponsored Visiting Scholars were not allowed to bring their family initially,
homesickness started to kick in after about 3 months of arrival. So I invited my wife to join me half
a year later. We were invited to stay with a family with whom we have developed close ties. The
stay helped to enrich our life and broaden our perspectives. It was during this academic visit that I
suddenly felt I wanted to pursue further studies. With the strong support of my two professors,
among the nicest and best known in the Faculty of Education and Community Studies (FECS), I
was so lucky as to to be awarded an overseas scholarship for a doctorate by the University of
Reading. Scholarships for academics from overseas in Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences were
virtually unheard of then. So you could imagine how I felt at the news — it was like winning a
lottery and I was over the moon!

I returned to China at the end of my visit as was expected by the Chinese Government, knowing I
would come back again to pursue my doctoral study. My wife and young daughter soon followed as
dependents. And Reading has become our home ever since.



During my doctoral study at the FECS of the University of Reading, the postgraduate student
community was a truly international one. We had fellow students from all the 6 inhabited continents
of the world, so it was a very interesting and useful international experience.

It was also interesting to note in those days that, I, like many other overseas students from China,
and other countries, often needed to do part time low-skill jobs in offices and restaurants to support
my studies. It was a useful experience since I not only earned some pocket money, but was also able
to observe more closely different aspects of British life and society. It was also during my doctoral
study that | started to develop short professional development courses for teachers of English from
China, who would otherwise have little chance of studying abroad. | was in a privileged position to
have the support of my PhD supervisor, who had a strong enterprising spirit and international
perspectives and who was among the first to pioneer internationalisation, which is a strong theme in
British higher education today. This earlier work laid the foundation for what | do today —
professional development for English language teachers from China.

Looking back on my 18 years journey in the UK, my family and | cannot help feeling grateful to the
people we were destined to meet and for the opportunities provided by both the UK and China for
our development.
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Cathy TANG B4+

Looking back, I first moved to
Reading because of work. I have
lived here for more than 20 years
and always find life in Reading
comfortable and I am grateful that I
have made many friends here.
Reading is now home for myself,
my husband and my daughter!

I came to England from Hong Kong
to study. I studied in the North of
England for a few years, then
moved to London when I found a
job there after graduation. I moved to Reading a year later when my husband found a job in
Oxford. The reason we chose Reading is because it is between Oxford and London. When
deciding where to live, we prayed to God, and also used the ‘Automap’ software which led us to
Reading.

My husband and I moved to Reading in 1991. We didn’t know Reading well and bought a house in
Whitley. We were pleasantly surprised as our next door neighbours were very welcoming, and
often invited us in for a coffee. Very soon, we built a close rapport. They always helped us and
invited us to many activities and we became very good friends.

After living in Whitley for 3 years, we moved to Lower Earley and lived there for 17 years. During
that time, I completed a Masters Degree at Reading University, gave birth to my daughter Hannah,
and then continued with my teaching job and evangelical Christian’s life. In 2011, we moved to
Woodley, and have been living happily in this area since.

I am a secondary school teacher and a Head of Department in my school. Work is very mundane;
every single day is the same - I mark books, teach lessons and prepare exams. However, when I see
my students with their achievements, I feel very rewarded and happy. The advantage of being a
teacher is that I get quite a lot of holiday; therefore, I can travel all the time!

Apart from work, I am actively involved in church activities. Every week, I go to Reading Chinese
Christian Church for the Sunday Service, where I worship and serve God. Over the years, I thank
God for His guidance and provision because He has provided RCCC as my spiritual family.

Occasionally, I also take part in the Chinese Association activities. I do this because I find that the
local community’s gathering is very important as it can bring Chinese people together. Within the
group, people can meet regularly and build up friendships. Because of this, our Chinese
Community can hold its place alongside other communities.

Finally, all I want to say is that ‘Reading is a wonderful place to live!”
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Ronald LEONG %ﬁ&@-

My name is Ronald Leong. My grandfather came
to England in the early 1930’s by boat. He first
landed in Hull, then moved to Barrow in Furness
and opened a laundry. My parents came a few
years later to join my grandfather. My grandfather
and my parents all came from the Canton Province
to England for a better life.

I was born in 1935 in Barrow in Furness. When I
was small, I lived in a typical Northern English
back to back terrace house. We got on well with our
neighbours as there were not many immigrants at
that time.

My grandfather moved to Liverpool in 1945 and
had a laundry business there. My parents
eventually moved to Wolverhampton and had their
own laundry. I went to a grammar school in
Wolverhampton, and at that time there were no
other Chinese children in my school. The only
Chinese children I knew were my cousins.

I moved to Reading in 1962 when my parents bought a Chinese restaurant here and the whole
family came to work in the restaurant. The restaurant was in Queen Victoria Street in Reading town
centre. | remember Reading still had trolley buses when we arrived — they were like trams but with
wheels on. I worked there until my parents retired and sold the business in early 1970’s. After the
family business was sold, I applied and was offered a place to study social work in Chiswick
Polytechnic. Ithen worked as a social worker until I retired in 2000. Iremember that at that time,
not many Chinese children went to university as the majority of them stayed in their family
business. The Chinese students I knew of at that time were mainly sponsored by the Chinese or
Hong Kong government.

When Reading Chinese School was first set up, they were looking for people to volunteer and help.
I became the Head Teacher in 1978 and served for a few years. During that time most students
were mainly from Hakka or Cantonese speaking families.

I served in the RAF for three years and was offered a scholarship by them which I declined. I
married my wife in Hong Kong in 1956 and we were introduced by relatives. We have two
children. Since I retired, I have been enjoying a quiet life. I played Judo every week until I had my
hip operation.



\

ANzl Eeppe o A 1930 F N A e Fimds kI B o 8k A Hull A 0 18 ki
3] Barrow in Furness B 7 — i & i o #icE {8 > Aeh¢ A 2 kI e RELEL BE -
LA E IF“"K'Z?J’ BA LS kP2 -

A4 1935 # 414 7 Barrow in Furness o # 2 PFF > A0 A — BB WA 0L A gt

B BARE ARl 0 FIAF RS AL S o

Aot % f 1945 E LA F B Bk E o A en A iS00 2 Wolverhampton
JOBE YRR o ;»\fr*"é 58 ¥ §_Wolverhampton = j# # £ » Eﬂ* ElzgE S e

pﬁ’r’i A F F o omrE— FREk eV EE]J/-a-"Tf”ﬁ EA S E A

AR 1962 EEKG T o AR B TR EALE - A BRAEL T g

R AR S A Ee R AR / CR

g B AAIREAL FL QA A 1970 & S48 jue2 R g 18 A

Chlsw1ck 21 BleilAl g 1 (TR o BEK +
ARG NEGR LT F WA

km’_,.‘xam44;f;\%‘&:}7§MLﬁﬂ4 ] %E‘E%§°

T S ERLE L E
R 1978455'\)]'}%\,1
v ?%‘f%xm%y.m PR N E o
PR Y Ffag s < Sk
TRAER LA PR

S hERTERET =&
&K 4 Feu\;\.— BEE &N
7 o £ 1956 & FAA A Bm
iixﬁ%ﬁﬁo%wpﬁ@m
oo pidRs > AN - B X BF
RGNS SE AP SE X I ok Il

WA F IR A

\




Yan LIU 3| Z

I was born in Shanghai in 1958, the era of ‘big leap forward’.
Like many Chinese, my parents wanted to have a boy, they chose
aboy’s name LIU Yan as [ was the first of my generation. When
I was born, they thought actually the boy’s name could still be
used. My childhood before seven was quite playful and lovely.
My father was an Army Officer and only came home twice a
year. My mum worked full time and both my brother and I were
in boarding nursery and only went home at weekends. No matter
how busy my mum was, she always found time to cook some
nice foods for us and took us to parks with pretty cloths on
Sunday afternoons. I often travelled between Beijing and
Shanghai to see my dad. I also spent a lot of time in Shanghai
with my grandparents. I had a lot of loving memories then.

The start of Cultural Revolution changed my life because grandpa was a Guomingdang’s General
who died in 1939. My grandma (my father’s mum) and my uncles and auntie were unjustifiably
labelled rightist in1967. My grandma’s house was searched day and night. One day on my way to a
swimming pool, a Red Guard stopped me and told I was no longer allowed to wear my beautiful
pink hair clips and my dress anymore. From that day, I realised I was different and had to work
extra hard.

The Cultural Revolution ended in 1976; the university entrance exam was resumed at the end of
1977. 1 was very lucky and got into Beijing University of Aeronautics and Astronautics and met my
husband, Li He, there. We graduated in 1982 and married in 1984. 1 worked as an Assistant
Professor and then a Lecturer there before joining my husband to study in Cambridge in 1989. We
both were very fortunate to have obtained the Ph.D studentships from Royals Royce and European
Automobiles Research Foundation. The most enjoyable time in Cambridge was to travel abroad for
conferences; the most difficult time was when my daughter was 6 months old my husband moved to
Durham University as a lecturer and I was writing up while looking after my daughter on my own.
The happiest time at Cambridge was my graduation day when my 19 months daughter walked to me
with a bunch of flowers my husband bought.

I moved to Durham to join my husband in 1995. I worked in Siemens as a Principal Engineer in
Newcastle for nearly 14 years. My job was to design turbines and later become a project engineer. It
was huge achievement when turbines I designed went to generate electricity successful. In 2009 I
joined my husband in Oxford this time.

My life with Chinese Education started in 2002. I was involved in re-setting up Durham Chinese
School and later elected as the Headteacher of Durham Chinese School. Since then every Sunday I
have been working in Chinese teaching in Durham then in Reading. We love Reading where it is
very convenient for travel and shopping. My passion for working in teaching Chinese eventually
become my main job when I relocated to the south, from a Siemens’ principal design engineer to a
Chinese teacher at Oxford High School.



Music has been a major part of our family life. When Li worked as a re-educated farmer during the
Cultural Revolution time, he spent all his first year’s income on a violin and self-taught himself to
play it. Later he played at our university’s orchestra. My daughter plays piano, my son plays violin.

Luckily we were members of Durham Young Musicians when they were young, which, organised
by music teachers and parents, provides a platform for children to perform in public regularly.

Later, as my son played for National Children’s Orchestra and National Youth Orchestra, we
followed him to almost all the major concerts in UK. Now our birthday presents are often concert
tickets.

Like other Chinese abroad, sometimes we couldn’t tell where my home is. Although we have some
very good English friends, we find it difficult to fit in, and feel homesick sometime. As our children
are grow-up, we now visit our elderly parents as often as we can, and travel and enjoy beautiful
mountains and rivers in China.
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Vicky CHAN B4+

w My name is Vicky; I have been in the United Kingdom for over 15
years. I count myself fortunate to have been able to come to the UK
after the TianAnMen Square Event, as the Chinese authorities
tightened the regulations for issuing visas to civilians travelling to
Western countries.

Life was not easy for me in the beginning after I came to Britain. I
was alone with poor English and no formal qualifications. But I was
determined to break through the traditional path of working in
catering which the older Chinese generation usually followed. I
worked hard and studied hard, and eventually I graduated from
university with a computer science bachelor’s degree and became a
software developer.

However, life was still tough as I had to juggle between a full time job and looking after my two
young children. I gave up my work with good prospects and became a full time mother, and I never
regret doing so. The time I spent with my children was important and joyful. As my children grew
older and became more independent, I went back to work as a part-time insurance adviser and I also
undertook a very rewarding job as an English/Mandarin and English/Cantonese interpreter. I love
being an interpreter as I can help and make contributions back to my own society.

I moved from the North of England to Berkshire two years ago. Berkshire is a lovely place with
lots of woodland, and the weather is warmer than the North. As I expected before I came over,
there are lots of new immigrants in the South of England, especially near London. People are nice
and friendly; in particular, my neighbours are warm-hearted and helpful. My family and I are
settling down well here and my children are enjoying their new life in Berkshire. I am now
working for a logistics company, and I relish this job as it is challenging.
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Kwok Tai Cathay CHAN [ B %‘s

I was born in Hong Kong, and later emigrated to the UK in
the 1990s as I was facing retirement. During my years in
Hong Kong where I was raised, after finishing university
education in 1965, I commenced my working life that would
span 38 years. My professional career started as a
Secondary School teacher, as well as a Social Welfare
Officer before finally settling into a long administrative
career at the University of Hong Kong where I served as
Human Resources Director of the School of Professional
and Continuing Education before my retirement.

During the early 1990s, whilst taking a sabbatical, I worked
and lived in London for about 5 months volunteering as a
social worker in the Department of Social Welfare in China
Town. I also taught Chinese in the Sunday School. This
planted a seed, that would later develop into the idea of
sending my daughter to the UK to study at a boarding
school. As my daughter started to settle in the UK, and later progressed on to university, there was
also the event of transfer to sovereignty over Hong Kong from the UK to China during 1997 that
partly prompted me to emigrate to the UK with my family, and settle down in Reading.
Coincidentally, having contact with friends from Hong Kong who had already emigrated to Reading
during this period, greatly eased the process and helped to form a close community of friends.

My house in Caversham is located in a woodland in the outskirts of Reading city centre, not too far
away from the River Thames. The suburban lifestyle, which is a far cry from the hustle and bustle
in Hong Kong, was a welcome change. The sheer amount of greenery and fresh air available in
Reading contributed greatly to the quality of my family's life. It has also allowed me to be fit and
healthy well into my 70s.

The group of houses is managed by a committee of management; I was appointed as the
Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator looking after the security of these houses. This enables me to
have frequent contact and communication with my neighbours. As I share a similar background to
my middle-class professional neighbours, we have quickly managed to find common ground
enabling my family to integrate and settle with ease and happiness.

I am a keen sportsman and took part in marathon, cross harbour swimming, walkathon, athletics,
football and other sporting activities in my younger days in Hong Kong. 1 am now a keen supporter
of the Reading Football Club. Since my retirement in 2003, I have continuously followed my life-
long passion for travelling and adventures and have visited about 100 countries. Most recently, my
wife and I have spent our time more on cruises to destinations around the world, including
continental Europe as well as South American countries, and continue to add on countries to visit,
including the Middle East.

Reading has given me a taste for British life, as my relationship with my English neighbours and
friends deepens. As the future unfolds, I will continue to proactively introduce our Chinese culture
and heritage to my English friends, as they have done with theirs.
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Donna MA & £ 5

I worked as a police interpreter for almost 17 years
in Hong Kong before leaving for Holland in 1993. 1
left Hong Kong because my husband had a job offer
in Holland and also it was nearing 1997 when the
sovereignty of Hong Kong was to be returned to
China: with the uncertainties, we wanted to leave.

When we first arrived in Holland, like many other
new immigrants, we had no friends and couldn’t
understand the language. Although many Dutch
people speak English, I decided to learn Dutch as I wanted to integrate more into the local
community.

We lived in Holland for six years, then moved to England. We settled in Kent, because of my
husband’s job. When we arrived in Kent, I worked briefly as a cleaner, and then as a flyer
distributor. At that time, I wanted to learn something new and decided to take up a secretarial
course. After the course, I worked as a secretary for a month but decided that teaching was more
suitable for me. I eventually completed a Certificate in Education and became a qualified ESOL
Teacher, Mandarin Teacher and IT Tutor.

In 2005 my husband left me. I was heartbroken, but with the support of friends from church, I spent
a year on my own in Kent. I then went to China and taught for three years in the Department of
Translation and Interpretation at Shandong University. At the time, I wanted to return to the UK as
my daughter was undertaking her medical training at Royal Berkshire Hospital. I decided to come
to Reading as I wanted to be close to my children.

When I arrived in 2010, I first spent some time looking for a suitable church for myself and then
started volunteering. I volunteered in a school and as an interpreter for Chinese people. While
volunteering at the school, I obtained a teaching job as an ESOL tutor, which I have continued until
now. [ immediately liked Reading when I arrived. I remember it was summer, most days were
bright and sunny and I spent a lot of time exploring the town. I love the history of Reading, and the
church I go to is very multi-cultural and I felt welcome.

Looking back at my life in Hong Kong, it was just ordinary. My father was a policeman and I had a
very ordinary childhood. After I got married, my husband and I both had good jobs; however,
because of the 1997 sovereignty handover, we felt it would be better for our children to go overseas.
I still stand by our decision as the education systems in western countries, both Holland and
England, encourage free thinking and creativity. I insist is that my children continue to learn
Chinese in order to remember their roots.

The biggest thing to have happened to me is that I have changed from being Catholic to a Christian.
The church that I attend organises activities for students and trainee teachers from China, making
the students feel they have friends; it also helps them ease their homesickness.

My wish is that both the local Chinese church and the Chinese Association can obtain more
funding, and organise more activities for Chinese people here. I would also like to take this
opportunity to remind Chinese immigrants that whatever problems you may face, you can overcome
them, and there are always ways to solve them and people to help. Do not give up.
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Kar Ann CHEW & %:';z?

In 1996 I came to Guildford, UK for an
undergraduate degree course at the University
of Surrey. Isoon fell in love with this
country. After obtaining my first degree, |
pursued a PhD in mobile telecommunications
at the same university, where [ was
subsequently offered a job. In 2004 I left
academia to work for British Telecom and then
for Vodafone in 2008. Over these years, I
grew from a university boy into a family man
and eventually decided to live in the UK.

My family and I relocated from Ipswich to Reading when I joined Vodafone. We first tenanted in
Lower Earley and then moved to Earley in 2009. Though my employment was based in Newbury,
my wife’s ‘strong preference’ led to the decision to live in Reading. It was a wise choice. We have
found Earley a very pleasant area — with a diverse community, friendly neighbourhood and good
facilities. As my job requirements changed, I had to travel to London and Newbury regularly and
Reading provided excellent transport links to both locations. In 2015, I started working at Huawei,
a Chinese telecom equipment vendor who moved their UK head office from Basingstoke to
Reading in 2012. Now travelling to work is even easier for me, though I find the traffic jam around
M4 Junction 10 a daily nuisance.

The upgrade in Junction 10, completed in 2010, was the biggest development I have experienced
personally in Reading, as I lived through years of congestion during the construction although
unfortunately the congestion is still as bad today. Other changes I have witnessed in my short
history in Earley and Reading include the development of the new Maiden Erlegh School (opening
in 2015), the saddening closure of Maiden Over Pub in 2014, and the controversial revision of
Maiden Erlegh catchment area in 2013.

I have a deep appreciation of the UK - its culture and values, its legacy and modern society;
people’s civic awareness. I am particularly grateful for the full scholarship for my PhD and the
opportunities available to me throughout the last 19 years. Growing up in a developing country
where the democratic systems are far from mature, I also treasure the freedom and democratic
system in the UK.

I consider the UK as my permanent home and I am always proud of my tri-identity as Chinese,
Malaysian and British. I am a Malaysian Chinese with ancestry roots in Fujian Province in

China. Like most of the overseas Chinese, my ancestors left tumultuous China in the last century to
seek a better life. Unfortunately, despite being a citizen for a generation and assimilated into
Malaysian society, the Chinese community is still being suppressed by the incumbent: politically,
economically and culturally. This has motivated many Malaysian Chinese to move abroad, again in
seek of a better life. I believe I am simply continuing the journey of my ancestors, only now further
away and with a different skill set, reflecting the globalisation of the modern world.
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May Lo % fi

" 1 have been living in the UK for more than half a century now. In

% my long life of 91 years, | have seen good and bad times, but on the
whole I am contented with my lot, grateful with what | have received
and willing to give back what | can to society. | rate personal health,
happiness and integrity much more highly than wealth, fame and
beauty; | believe in the power of knowledge, the pursuit of which has
enriched and empowered me to face life with confidence and courage
. and to help others that are less fortunate than myself.

| was gratified to see the formation of Reading Chinese

Association. It was instrumental in bringing together Chinese people
of all ages to relax, entertain and do things together. We attempt to
do singing, physical exercises and learn a new skill or language in the
weekly gatherings. As we play and learn together, we have created a
bond of friendship amongst ourselves and a strong sense of belonging to the Association.

I have learned to live by the motto: where there is a will, there is a way. And I think | have
benefitted greatly from it.
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Kenneth YIP MBE % @ ﬁ&

I was born in 1935. I received my secondary education in
Hong Kong and had further advancement both in the Army and
Civil Service. I received educational, professional and technical
training in the UK and overseas, including a management
course in a Scottish university.

I was a Sergeant instructor in the Royal Army Educational
Corps in 1956, then promoted to Warrant Officer in charge of
an Education Centre attached to a Gurkha Infantry Brigade
Group for six years until I left the service. 1 was recommended
for commission but barred by age limit at the time. I decided
to buy myself out from the Army and to join the Overseas
Crown Service.

I entered the Hong Kong Immigration Service in 1965. I was
keen to enforce discipline, improve training and reform
organisational methods. As a training officer and later a
commander of a training unit, I trained up many able officers
for the service’s long term development. I introduced,
organised and developed the Immigration Officers’ Mess to enhance espirit de corps.

During six years as commander of the Airport Division, I trained and reorganised 630 officers and
rank and file to form a strong first line of civil defence to prevent intrusion and penetration of
doubtful visitors and forged document-holders over the border. The result was successful and
praised by many beneficial countries. Some even sent their officers to attend our courses to learn
more from us..

I was appointed as a Member of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire in the New Year
Honours of 1988. I was presented with a ‘Sword of Honour’ by my officer corps in the same year.

On my retirement in 1990, I settled down in a Reading suburb with my wife Susan and two children.
We assimilated easily with the local community as our life style was not much different. My son
and daughter who received secondary education until Master’s degree are both working in London.
My children and I were local gun club members.

When the Reading Chinese Association formed in 2012, my wife and I became keen members and
got to know more Chinese people in the area. We celebrated our 50™ Wedding Anniversary with
RCA members in Reading and with our children and friends in London in September 2014.
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Fuk Hei MA %548 &

My name is Fuk-Hei Ma. I am 64 years old and |
was born in Hong Kong. I came to England in 1976
and first settled near Gosport and worked in my
cousin’s restaurant. I worked in the kitchen and
shared a room with a few others above the restaurant.
The reason I came to England was to join my other
relatives who were already in the catering business in
England and I came to look for a better living.

I stayed in my cousin’s restaurant for six months,
moved to work in Wimbledon, then to various places
including Hazelmere and Basingstoke. I met my wife
and got married in London in 1980.

We moved to Mortimer, which is just outside Reading, in 1992 to start our own take-away shop. |
love the area. Compared with where we were before, Mortimer is very near Reading town centre
with lots of shops and good transportation, and also many Chinese people.

Before coming to England, my family were fishermen and lived in a boathouse. My grandfather had
a small boat which he used to transport people to and from little islands; it was then transferred to my father.
When it was passed to me, I changed to a bigger one and started fishing for a living. We went out to sea to
fish and each trip was over a month and a half. All the family, plus about 11 employees all went in the same
boat. As we were at sea most of the time, we didn’t have the chance to go to school. In my life, I probably
attended an equivalent of one academic year of schooling. My youngest sister is the only child who had the
chance to go to school and complete primary school. After she completed her primary schooling, I came to
England, and my parents died shortly after [ left. As there was no one to look after her, I applied for her to
join me in England; she stayed for a few years, and then went back to Hong Kong where she got married and
settled.

My family mainly lived in the boat. The first house we lived in was around 1974 when the Hong Kong
government started to build the Man Yee Reservoir and needed the area where we normally barged our boat;
in return we were given a house. After moving to the house, I gave up my fishing occupation, and did
various jobs including working on building sites. I eventually decided to come and try my luck in England. I
am pleased that I came to England, as I now have a good life. Britain has a very good education
system which all my children have benefited from. The welfare system in England is also very
good, and people are generally very nice.

I am very proud of my family. I can only read or write a little but my business is doing okay. I have
a good wife; she is very hard working and has been taking care of the children very well. We have
been married since 1980 and have 3 children together. I remember when my first child was born;
she carried the baby on her back and worked in the kitchen. It was such a hard life then, but she
never complained. My children are all doing well and I really appreciate my wife’s support.

We have our day off on Sunday and usually travel to Croydon to meet up with other folks from our
area. The Leung Shui Wan Chinese Association was set up in Croydon in 1997 and organises
various activities for everyone which we also like to take part in. When other people need my help,
I am always very willing to do so whenever possible. I would like to be able to continue to
contribute to the society within my capability.
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Wai Leung TSANG ? ’Kﬁ“ E&

My name is Wai-Leung Tsang and I was born in Hong Kong.
I had a happy childhood in a village in HK. I finished
secondary school 31 year before coming to UK. My father
came to the UK in the 1950s. Then my mum, my brother and
sisters came in 1960. I came to join them in 1978 as a
teenager. My father came to seek a better life.

My father arrived at Liverpool by ship and he worked there
for the initial few years. Then I came, and my family ran a
Chinese restaurant near Birmingham. When I left Hong Kong
for England, I brought with me mainly clothes and food.
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— NP I When I first arrived, I spoke some English. It was a hard time
o at school for the first few years. I lived in the attic of a house
where a restaurant was downstairs. The attic was freezing
cold in winter and boiling hot in summer. I had some school
friends who were all very friendly and nice to me, but we
could not establish deeper friendships because of communication problems. I lost touch with all of
them a few years after I left Birmingham.

I came to Reading in 1983 to study at the University of Reading. Reading was a small town; rather
rundown. I spent most of my time on the campus, so the town itself did not mean much to me. I like
the cool weather here!

My first job was working in my father’s restaurant as a waiter and helping out in the kitchen at the
weekends. My first full time job after graduation was working for British Aerospace as a systems
engineer.

I became a Christian while at school, thanks to my school friends who introduced Jesus to me.
Looking back, this was the best decision I ever made in my life. I attended the Reading Chinese
Christian Fellowship (RCCF) when I was a student at Reading University. The RCCF has grown
and evolved and became the Reading Chinese Christian Church.
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Wai On LEUNG #{g %

I came to the UK and studied at Tunbridge
Wells in Kent in 1984. Three years later, after
completing my studies, I worked as an
apprentice in a hair salon. I recall life was not
easy at the time as my weekly wage was only
A35 but the weekly rent
several nights at a nearby Chinese restaurant as
well, in order to make ends meet. Life was
much better when working in the restaurant as
the owner provided meals, bed and also a
decent wage to staff; therefore three years later
I decided to work at a restaurant.

After finding a good location and affordable premises in Reading town centre to start my own
restaurant, [ moved here in 2001. Though running a restaurant was difficult, it was easier than now.
The exchange rate of the pound against other currencies was relatively high and attracted a lot of
Malaysians to work in the UK without a work permit; restaurants could often avoid government
inspection of illegal workers; therefore restaurant owners were relatively able to recruit staff.
However, in the last few years due to the weak exchange rate of the pound against other currencies,
fewer Malaysians want to work in the UK; the government has stepped up the arrest of illegal
workers and competition for business has been growing everyday as a lot of different types of
restaurants have been opened locally.

In the past, customers were mostly local people, people from Guangdong and Hong Kong. In
recent years due to the increased number of overseas students from China and also Chinese
companies such as Huawei which have been set up in Reading, customers from mainland China
increased a lot. It is a bit difficult to serve customers from mainland China because of the need to
communicate in Mandarin.

Since living in Reading, [ have made a lot of good friends with some customers who come regularly
and live in the local community.

The most memorable thing for me was selling the business. Despite the hard work in starting the
business from scratch and business had been growing steadily, the difficulty in recruiting enough
staff made it really difficult to run a restaurant. Though selling the business was hard and heart-
breaking, I had to face the reality and sell it.

In order to balance busy working life and family life, I take a day off each week, as a “Family Day”.
My two children were born and raised in England. Both of them can communicate with the family
in Cantonese, but they need to work harder when reading and writing in Chinese. They are now
integrated into British society; their personalities and lifestyle are the same as British children and
most of their friends are British, so both of them will remain in the UK when they grow up.

I now stay in the UK, but when my children grow up, I will spend the summer in the UK and winter
in Hong Kong. Although it is cold in the UK, the living conditions are good as it is spacious; and
interactions amongst people are relatively free. Racial discrimination has been improved. I believe
the Reading Chinese Association plays a very important and helpful role in our community.
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Victor CHEUNG 3k Jk B

My parents were from Hebei in China. My grandfather was a script
writer, my father was a doctor and I am very proud of him. During the
early 1940s in China, there were bandits in some areas. One day they
came looking for my father and it was then my parents decided to
move out of Hebei! They first went to Tianjin, then to Shandong,
Chongqing, Guangdong and Macau.

After the war, my father ended up in Guangdong. On visiting Hong
Kong, he decided to settle there. The rest of the family joined him and
at the time, the airline charged them by their weight and my family
paid in gold!

I was born in Hong Kong in 1957 and had a happy childhood. When I
was small, I was very naughty — my main interest was fighting with other children! We always
went up to the mountain near where we lived, running wild, playing with whatever we found —
including dead snakes. Life was so different then!

I came to England in September 1974 to attend boarding school in Kent. When I arrived at the
airport I couldn’t communicate with the immigration officers. They only granted me one month to
stay in the UK instead of the whole academic year, which the school had to rectify! I was at
boarding school for 3 years, then moved to a college in Potters Bar, then to Hatfield Polytechnic to
complete a Computer Science diploma. I met my first employer at the College — he had a restaurant
in Beaconsfield and I started working there at weekends.

After completing the diploma, I went on to study a course in Hotel and Catering Management and
continued with my part-time job in Beaconsfield, which I enjoyed and learned a lot from. After
completing the course, I stayed in Hong Kong for six months, then returned to the UK. Soon after,
I joined my friend from Beaconsfield and worked in the restaurant full time.

In 1987, another friend asked if I would like to open a restaurant with him. I agreed and we
eventually found a place in Crowthorne. The property was a corner shop with Post Office, which
we turned into a Chinese restaurant in 1988. We ran the restaurant together until 1999.

When my father died in 1994, my mother and sister came to join me in England. I had to look after
them as they couldn’t speak English. My sister was diabetic and my father had looked after her
until he died. My sister’s illness worsened after his death and she had kidney failure. For two years
after her kidney transplant, I took her from Crowthorne to Oxford to the Renal Unit every morning.
It was then I decided to give up my job and become her carer.

My mother died in 2003, my sister in 2008. After their deaths, I did various jobs, including
volunteering at a friend’s kindergarten in a remote part of China in 2008, around the time of the
Beijing Olympics. After that I didn’t do much and just enjoyed life. I enjoy playing sports,
especially cricket, and am proud of my achievements.

I now work part-time at my brother’s studio and volunteer for two organisations. I like living in
Berkshire as it is very central with a good transport network. I get on well with my neighbours and
I am a member of the Neighbourhood Watch scheme.
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Stephen Tse 4R 7%

My name is Stephen Tse, I was born in Hong
Kong in 1954. I came to England with my elder
sister to join my father in 1967. My father came
to England in 1958, first working for relatives,
then opened his own restaurants. When he
opened his second restaurant in 1968 in Potters
Bar, he bought a house nearby. In the same year
my mother and young sister came to join us.

I was 13 years old when I left Hong Kong,
having just completed primary school education;
English proficiency was poor. With the freedom
of choosing the subjects I liked and help from
teachers, I made great progress in my studies.
Maths and science were my favourite subjects;
hence I read Maths at Imperial College.

The most unforgettable event in the past forty

years was the night after moving into a new

house. It was a very cold night in winter; the

central heating was very basic and we needed to
get a piece of coal from outside to get the heating
system running. Not knowing that the chimney was blocked, the whole family suffered from the
toxic smoke. We all became groggy; my sisters and I were nearly unconscious. When my uncle
visited us the next morning, dad could only hobble to open the door. On smelling the strong smell,
uncle immediately opened all the windows and doors, rang the police and called an ambulance to
take us to hospital.

In 1975, the first SeeWoo Store opened in Chinatown, London. I was still studying at university. I
was particularly interested in computer studies; at the time the PC was not as popular as it is now. |
applied my computer knowledge in writing programs and software to help run the company’s daily
operation. I still do so now. I focus on software development while my son focuses on hardware.
I like using computers because I get satisfaction from applying my knowledge in solving problems.

The SeeWoo Store in Greenwich was managed and run by myself for more than a decade. In order
to tailor make a perfectly complete computer system for the company, I worked in all departments
and got an in-depth understanding of all the requirements. I take the greatest satisfaction in the
stock control system, which I created and couldn’t be found on the market. Over 3 decades have
gone by. I hope the system will continue to be used by the company.

When my father retired in 2002, he handed over the whole business to me. I recall the first time I
set foot in Reading : I was accompanied by my son and I cheered him on at a swimming
competition that day. I saw that Reading was the first large town west of London where there was
no oriental store selling goods from China. So in 2005 the SeeWoo (Reading) store was opened for
business.



I am an easily content type of person. I don’t need to worry about my sons as they help me take
care of the business and are independent. | am now enjoying a carefree retirement, playing golf or
going on cruises with my wife. Though I drive between London and Reading every day, | do enjoy
the ride on the motorway at off peak hours.
my sons have grown up here, they may not adapt to the quick pace of life in Hong Kong, therefore,
I don’t think we will move back to Hong Kong.
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Oral history workshop training
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